Drowning The Menagerie
In its present state, the city resists or falls to the
natural disaster. As predictions for heights and
magnitude have increased, so has the capacity to
build higher and stronger structures. Tokyo, a city
acclaimed for its innovation, amplifies these
characteristics. Adapting the Metabolist philosophy
in the 21st century, Drownining the Menagerie
imagines new developments which embrace the
everyday disaster. Working with Kisho Kurokawa's
Nakagin Capsule Tower, the project takes in the
rising tide of Tokyo Bay while providing evacuation
routes for victims of these events. Transformations
in ephemeral, programmatic, and circulatory activity
remain in flux as the environment of the disaster
alters the individual’s experience.
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“In Tokyo’s 23 wa rds, stock of dwellings at the end of 2003 totaled 4.41 million units of
which 24 million were apartments. There were about 340,000 vacancies, for a vacancy rate
of 14.2%.”
-Kiyomaru Nii (Nomura Real Estate Development)
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Level 1
The highest level contains
“Big Box” retail and
programs established
enough to pay for this low
risk property. Less public
space is created out of the
desire to maximize store
square footage. Fewer
owners.
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Level 2
The lowest level contains
small programs attempting
to establish themselves in
the development but willing
to risk circulation restriction
with flooding. It is considered
to have the most experimental retail outlets. Large
number of owners.

Men’s Clothing
Level 3
The medium level contains
mid-price range retail and
programs not willing to be
fully at risk. Here, larger retail
companies can spawn off the
low level experimental
market.

Gallery
The train came out
Program is organized from surface to below
grade and from surface up. Retail which
tends to dominate the ground levels of
Tokyo and demand the most natural light
float to the surface while others not
requiring it, move below.
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The earth lay white
Under the night sky.
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“Staying very still in the darkness, I became less and less
convinced of the fact that I actually existed... My ears could
check on the existence of my voice, my hand could check on
the existence of my face, and my face could check on the
existence of my hand... I had never been seriously concerned
about the shape of my ear before this... Now though, I would
have been able to reproduce every hollow and curve in
accurate detail.”

(Haruki Murakami, Wind Up Bird Chronicle)

Fallen Silence

“He may bury the wires rather than hang them in the Garden.”

What is a moment of silence?

(Jun’ichiro Tanizaki, In Praise of Shadows)
Is it the warmth of light across flesh?
Or, is it the shadow casted from a resting hand?
Is it a row of autumn trees in the landscape?
Or, Is it the hymn of a bicycle chasing the wind?
Response to Natsume

The casted shadow from flesh stands still,
As two leaves dance across a riverbed.

Where are we today?

An echo of footsteps moves the flesh.

Are we behind yesterday?

The shadow becomes restless,

A pit is developing between my stomach and chest.

And the landscape disappears.

If you slice me in half will you find a seed?
A pulp that floats somewhere in the middle,
Too light for the bottom, but too heavy for the top.
What do I do with this seed?
Press it towards my toenails,
Push it through my scalp.
Or, let it stay still.

Fall - Low Tide

Fall - HighTide

Longitudinal Section

“Anywhere that you can find a railway train must be classed
as the world of reality, for there is nothing more typical of
twentieth-century civilization... It takes them all at a uniform
speed to the same station and then proceeds to lavish the
benefits of steam upon every one of them without
exception...Nothing shows a greater contempt for individuality
than the train. Modern civilization uses every possible means
to develop individuality, and having done so, tries everything
“To achieve such a community of individuals it is necessary to

in its power to stamp it out. It allots a few squareyards to each

give life to the capsule by joining it to a Mothership that will

person, and tells him that he is free to lead his life as he pleases

provide the water, oxygen, and power supply essential for its

within that area... It is the tiger in a menagerie who lies

functioning.”

glowering at those who have come to look at him.”
(Kisho Kurokawa)
(Natsume Soseki, The Three Cornered World)
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